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Abstract 

The Empire Air Training Scheme (EATS) was established in 1940 as a means of training 

aircrew in the countries of the British Commonwealth away from the threat of being attacked 

by the German Luftwaffe.  As part of this scheme the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 

formed at least thirty-one schools to train such aircrew throughout World War II.  One of 

these, No. 7 Service Flying Training School (SFTS) was established in 1941 at the small 

town of Deniliquin located in southern New South Wales.  Operating the Australian-built 

single-engine Wirraway trainer, students conducted intermediate and advanced flying training 

with the hope of eventually piloting front-line fighter aircraft. Between January 1942 and 

December 1944 forty-six personnel lost their lives while serving with No. 7 SFTS, the 

majority in training accidents. Of these, twenty-four are buried at the purpose-built 

Deniliquin War Cemetery which is now administered by the Office of Australian War Graves 

on behalf of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC). This poster will present 

a small sample from a current project examining the ways in which families of deceased 

RAAF service personnel chose to remember their loved ones given the restraints in terms of 

permissible iconography and personal messaging that could be displayed on standard CWGC 

headstones. 
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